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Introduction 
 

On the surface, one would think 
that it should be straightforward to 
develop curriculum materials for some 
subjects or some topics that could be 
used throughout Oceania, or in some of 
the countries at the very least.  A simple 
rationale for this is that Pacific country 
contexts are similar in many respects and 
the countries share common goals, such 
as preparing students to cope with global 
trends; leaving school with adequate 
knowledge, skills and values to lead a 
meaningful life; and even gaining paid 
employment, whether in others' employ 
or self-employed. 

In addition, common concerns are 
shared by our countries, and with most 
other countries in the world.  These 
concerns include: 

 health issues, especially nutrition-
related problems and lifestyle 
diseases; 

 promotion of peace and good 
governance; 

 developing moral values such as 
caring for others; 

 achieving a balance between 
valuing one's own culture and 
adapting to modernisation. 

-  
International curricula 
 
 It is argued that the content of 
some subjects, such as mathematics and 
science, could be quite similar whether 
one goes to school in Mali, Nuku'alofa or 
Moscow.  Generally speaking, however, 
the trend is for each country to develop 
its own school curriculum in the various 
subject areas.  I believe there are possibly 
four factors that contribute to this, 
namely: 
 The fact that each country's socio-

cultural context is unique and it is 
desirable for a curriculum to reflect 
this. 

 
 The understandable national pride 

and ownership which is engendered 
by such a curriculum. 

 the fact that each country has its 
own national primary and secondary 
examinations which the various 
curricula inevitably service. 

 The availability of funding and 
expertise from donor agencies to 
meet initial costs of not only 
developing curricula, but also printing 
actual materials (student and teacher 
texts). 

  
Have regional curricula been developed? 
 

Some attempts have been made 
to develop regional curricula.  They have 
met with varying degrees of success.  
The UNDP-UNESCO regional curriculum 
development project of the 1980s, for 
example, was set up to develop regional 
Class 7-8 curricula in the core subject 
areas of English, Mathematics, Social 
Science and Science.  The project lasted 
for more than ten years and materials 
were actually produced in each area.  
Today (2001) one will not see any of 
these materials in use and most were not 
adopted by any of the 12 countries 
targeted. 

Of note, however, is that Fiji's 
Classes 7 and 8 (Forms 1 and 2) English 
and Social Science texts, which are still 
in use and which have been only slightly 
revised, were based on the materials 
developed under the UNDP Programme.  
Several reading comprehension passages 
and the language exercises from Link 
One and Link Two were adapted and 
included.  In addition, two components of 
the underlying rationale of the Course 
(that students needed maximum 
exposure to both intensive and extensive 
reading material and that the audio-
lingual method was a useful one for 
helping students acquire language 
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structures) were adopted by the Fiji team 
writing Link One and Link Two.  
Interestingly, other countries in the region 
now use the `Link' material, sometimes 
at higher levels (e.g. Years 8-9).  
 
 This model, where a country 
adapts core material prepared for the 
region, has its merits and has been used 
in other subject areas/countries.  A 
notable example of a major success story 
in terms of widespread adoption of a 
regional curriculum is the SPC Oral 
English and accompanying readers 
(storybooks) programme.  This 
programme, which provides a complete 
ESL programme from the beginning level 
up to Year/Class 6 (and used higher up in 
some countries), was fully adopted by 
most countries in the SPC region and is 
still in use in many classrooms.  Fiji's 
revised, book-based primary English 
programme also includes the use of Oral 
English Books at several class levels. 

While this is not the place to 
discuss the pros and cons of the audio-
lingual approach and the SPC course, 
which is based on it, the success of this 
regional curriculum shows that such a 
venture can work.  
 It is interesting and noteworthy, 
too, that a whole language, book-based 
approach is central to many current 
primary English curricula in the region 
and that some story book materials (e.g. 
N.Z. Learning Media Ready to Read, the 
Pacific Literacy Series, Sunshine Books 
and the USP's Waka Series) are in use in 
several different countries.  These books 
emphasize Pacific content — even where 
they are set in one country of the region, 
children in other countries are found to 
identify well with the people and events 

in the stories because of similarities with 
their own cultures. 
 
A Way Forward? 
 

For reasons outlined earlier, a regional 
school curriculum in a subject area or in a 
topic deemed of vital importance in each 
country (e.g. Health issues), is not likely 
to gain widespread acceptance.  
However, in the interests of efficiency 
and cost-effectiveness, there seems 
considerable merit in  
 countries sharing curriculum 

materials. For example if Tuvalu is on 
the point of developing a Year 9 —11 
Mathematics curriculum, it might well 
find the materials from Tonga or 
Kiribati of use. 

 core materials being prepared by 
small regional teams and then 
disseminated for national adaptation.  
For example, SPC has developed a 
great amount of material for health 
education that each country could 
adapt. 
The answer to the question posed in 

the title, therefore, is neither negative nor 
affirmative.  While full regional curricula 
is not a realistic goal, adaptation and 
part-adoption, and the use of some 
common resource materials are not only 
feasible but desirable. 

Readers who would like to contribute 
to further discussion and have 
suggestions for curriculum material that 
can be shared or adapted in the Pacific 
region, are invited to send in their articles 
to the Editor of Pacific Curriculum 
Network for inclusion in a Regional 
Curriculum section in this bulletin. 
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