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NEW SECONDARY SCHOOLS: 

There are eight of these new secondary schools in the Solomon Islands. Four 
opened in 1976 and the other four opened last year. 

The curriculum and courses in these schools are biased along practical lines 
and are orientated to life in the rural areas. There are, however, certain 
variations in content and emphasis of curriculum from one school to another 
due to differing needs in different parts of the islands. For example, there is 
stress on fishing techniques and associated activities in one school and in 
another, the emphasis is on agriculture. 

It is hoped that another four of these schools will be opened in 1979, but as in 
most developing countries of the world today, ideas and political situations 
change and these schools could develop into a different type altogether. 

The young people who are eligible to enter the new secondary schools are 
direct primary school leavers and also primary Standard Six leavers who had 
left school a year or so earlier and are involved in some form of rural projects. 
The course is of two years duration and the annual intake is 105. 

The aim is to give adequate practical skills to the pupils to assist them in their 
everyday life and to improve life in rural areas. 

SOLOMON ISLANDS SCHOOL CERTIFICATE: 

Background: A few Solomon Islanders attending King George the VI School 
sat the Overseas Cambridge School Certificate in the early 1960s. King George 
VI, a Government school, was then the only school giving secondary 
education in the islands. It was not until the 1970s that the various church 
organisations became involved in secondary education. As educational 
services improved in all sectors, results in the Cambridge Examinations 
steadily improved both in numbers and standards. 

In 1972 a Review Committee was formed by the Government to review the 
existing Education System and to make recommendations for a new 
education policy for the 7th Development Plan period. One of the Committee's 
recommendations which the Government accepted, was the phasing out of 
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the Cambridge Examinations and the institution of the Solomon Islands 
School Certificate Examinations. 

Organisation: The introduction of any new programme automatically 
involves problems, extra finance and expertise. The Solomons at the time 
lacked adequate finances and experts to meet such a change and outside 
assistance was requested. 

In 1975, consultants under the Australian Aid Scheme came to Honiara to give 
assistance and guidance to Secondary School teachers, attending the first of 
the series of Curriculum Workshops held at King George VI School. 
Throughout 1975, 1976 and 1977 Subject Panels held a series of Mini Work
shops in Honiara, some of them attended by consultants from Australia, 
Goroka Teachers' College in Papua New Guinea and the University of the 
South Pacific. 

It was agreed that each Subject Panel prepare three examination papers for 
the Solomon Islands School Certificate Examinations. These papers will be 
sent to the consultant who will choose one of the three papers. The chosen 
papers in all subjects will then be sent for printing to the Curriculum Unit of the 
University of New England, Australia. 

Mr. Hardy, the Deputy Secretary of the Cambridge Syndicate, visited the 
Solomons from the first to the fifteenth of March, 1978. The purpose of his 
visit was to assist the Ministry of Education and Training in drawing up the 
regulations for the examinations and in setting up the Solomon Islands 
Examination Board. Dr. Warwick Elley of the USP Institute of Education has 
also been consulted by the Ministry and has had discussions with members of 
the Board and also with Mr. Hardy. 

At this point of time. Subject Panel members are busy preparing their papers. 
It is our firm belief that everything will be ready by September of this year for 
our Fifth Formers to sit our National Examination for the first time. 

It is now our immediate task to communicate and to give adequate 
information of the nature of our National Examinations to neighbouring 
countries of the Pacific and also to Metropolitan countries such as the United 
Kingdom, Australia and New Zealand. 
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