
Book Review 

J.V.D'Cruz (1990) TECHNOLOGY IN EDUCATION: A study of policy and 
practice in rural schools. Ministry of Education, Vic, Australia. A$20.00 
paperback, ISBN 0 7241 9750 8. 

Technology in Education is a report of an evaluative study of a joint 
Australian Federal and Victoria State government's project "Resource 
Agreement 3" (RA#). The project RA3 was designed to utilise modern 
communication technology, tekpak and cluster concept to optimise material 
and human resources, with a vision to widen the range of subjects available 
and increase student retention at senior levels in rural Victoria schools. 

The "tyranny of distance, (page 183)" and the problem of providing equal 
educational opportunities to rural and isolated schools is not exclusive to 
Victoria State or Australia. The small island countries in the Pacific face 
similar problems but may not be as fortunate as the Victorian Education 
Department, in terms of funding, to trial innovative programmes similar to 
RA3. Nevertheless, the project RA3 and the subsequent evaluation report by 
D'Cruz has some interesting implications for the small island nations of the 
Pacific and the larger international community. 

The thoroughness of the evaluation and the sensitivity of the author to issues 
raised in the course of his interviews and discussions, provide useful insights 
into distance education for rural and isolated communities. D'Cruz has 
displayed professional integrity in reporting his findings. He cautions the 
readers where the evidence is not conclusive, or where anticipated and 
unanticipated problems were not addressed fully, yet at the same time, he 
makes constructive recommendations where evidence is conclusive. 

The book has six chapters spread over 156 pages together with an executive 
summary titled Overview and Recommendations. The book also features a 
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very comprehensive bibliography and appendix. 

The Overview and Recommendations at the beginning of the book is very 
useful especially for those who may have been misled by the tide. 
Furthermore, since the report is destined to generate interest within and 
outside Australia, the author rightfully provides a glossary to explain terms, 
concepts and acronyms which may not be familiar to non-Australian readers. 

Chapters one to three provide insights into the context in which the RA3 
project and the evaluation study were commissioned and discuss geographic 
constraints, educational policies and the methodology of the evaluation study. 
A historical perspective of the Federal and State governments' commitment to 
providing equal educational opportunities to the rural school in Victoria and 
throughout Australia, is outlined. In this section, D'Cruz points out an 
important, and often not considered, problem associated with introducing new 
technology; the problem of second order consequence. 

The next two chapters (4 & 5) present the survey data and discussions relating 
to the findings, respectively. Approximately eighty five pages of data 
summary with brief remarks explaining the data, and additional information 
obtained during the evaluator's discussions and interviews are presented. 
Although the proportion of questionnaires returned is very low, and in some 
cases the results may not be significant, the percentage breakdown does 
suggest certain positive or negative effects of the RA3 project on rural 
education in Victoria. D'Cruz has utilized his indepth knowledge of the 
Victorian Education system and expertise in educational evaluation in 
summarising the findings. 

Finally, D'Cruz discusses the implications of an evaluative study for policy 
makers in the last chapter. He believes that educational policy evaluations 
should not be restricted to the efficacy of implemented policies on specific 
problems but to go further, and make "action oriented recommendations". 
Alternative ways of dealing with the problem addressed by RA3 are 
discussed, such as teachers travelling between schools, bussing students to 
centers offering the required subjects, and central delivery via television from 
Melbourne. 
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Technology in Education stresses that consensus on the objectives and 
commitment from all those concerned with a project is vital if the project is to 
succeed. 

The book will be of interest to educators involved in many areas, such as 
distance education, technical education, education technology, administration 
and policy making, and rural education. 

Dr Hitendra Pillay 
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